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BRIA BRIGGS
STAFF WRITER
to become an ever-growing sport. 
Much like a smaller version of field 
hockey, six players from each team, 
one goalkeeper and five field players, 
are permitted on the ice at once with 
the ultimate objective being to get 
the ball into the hockey net as many 
times as possible. The game consists 
of 2 halves, 20 minutes each. 
From its North American roots, 
broomball has spread to the interna-
tional community, including coun-
tries such as Australia, Japan, Italy, 
Germany, and Switzerland. The 
International Federation of Broom-
ball Associations (IFBA) was also 
established in 1998 and has acted 
as the governing body for broom-
ball worldwide. Every two years, the 
IFBA hosts the Broomball World 
Championships, also known as the 
Challenge Cup, in which teams 
from all around the globe come to-
gether to compete for the ultimate 
broomball title.
While teams here at Bates are 
not sanctioned with the IFBA, we 
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Ayesha Sharma ’18 
explores linkages 
between race and gun 
violence.
Sophie Rockland 
’21 explores the VCS 
Student Showcase. 
Max Petrie ‘18 talks 
to women’s basket-
ball team about their 
season and plans for 
the future. 
Inside Forum:
See BEDFELLOWS,
PAGE 4
Arts Crawl is one of my favorite 
events at Bates. The campus-wide 
celebration of creativity and arts 
happens once a year and represents 
the daily work of amazing students, 
faculty, and staff. After being fasci-
nated with the Arts Crawl in 2017, 
I had the opportunity to join the 
Bates Arts Collaborative, who are 
the ones responsible for organizing 
the event every year. The Collabora-
tive, co-chaired by Lecturer in Edu-
cation Bronwyn Sale and Associate 
Professor of Dance, Rachel Boggia. 
They are responsible for represent-
ing the performing, literary, and vi-
sual arts at Bates. We advocate for 
and organize the arts programming, 
making sure it fits the community as 
best as possible.
This year, Arts Crawl was 
spread across three different loca-
tions: Olin, Commons, and Chase 
Hall. In Olin, there was a series of 
events. There were open-studios 
for those who are interested in see-
ing the amazing work in progress of 
senior Arts & Visual Culture stu-
dents. There were also student pot-
tery sales, student classwork show-
ings, and an incredible animation 
screening with live performance. In 
the Fireplace Lounge, a number of 
a cappella groups entertained the 
community. In Chase Hall, there 
was an otherworldly installation in 
Skelton Lounge: literary readings, 
theatrical excerpts, dance, and musi-
cal performances. 
“It is an opportunity for the 
Bates and LA communities to see 
and experience the results of the 
hard work and intense discipline 
that students put into their artis-
tic practices,” Professor Sale writes. 
With three hours of programming, 
there was something for everyone.
There were a few new events in 
Arts Crawl 2018. The Video I and 
Animation I classes, taught by As-
sistant Professor Carolina Gonzalez 
Valencia, are relatively new addi-
tions to the Arts and Visual Culture 
Department at Bates. For the first 
time, there were video and anima-
tion screenings in the Arts Crawl 
- the animation screening, together 
with live performance, was a power-
ful display of students’ dedication, 
passion, and creativity. 
The screenings were not the only 
novelty; Visiting Assistant Professor 
Julie Fox organized a “flash-mob-
like” event traveling from Olin to 
Chase Hall. Professor Fox restaged a 
dance parade called NELKEN-Line, 
by famous dancer and choreogra-
pher Pina Bausch. The composition 
was originally part of a larger project 
called “Carnations.” With a simple 
score of four movements that mimic 
the seasons, the NELKEN-Line 
is an elegant and accessible dance 
event that the Pina Bausch Founda-
tion has made available for people 
across the globe to restage. Amateur 
and professional dancers alike have 
restaged the NELKEN-Line in the 
past, submitting recordings to the 
Pina Bausch Foundation. 
Another intriguing event this 
year was the immersive installation 
in Skelton Lounge, created by Em-
ily Jolkovsky ’18. The piece, named 
“Heavy on Air,” invites the audience 
ARIEL ABONIZIO
ASSISTANT ARTS&LEISURE EDITOR
ARTS & LEISURE                       SPORTS 
In the cold months of the 
Maine winter, many sports come 
out of summer hibernation for us 
all to play. Most people are familiar 
with skiing, snowboarding, hockey, 
and snowshoeing. But have you 
ever heard of broomball? Broom-
ball is winter’s true hidden gem. A 
sport that few are familiar with, it is 
a game much like field hockey that 
is played on ice. That’s ice hockey, 
right? Wrong. In broomball, players 
wear sneakers, not skates, and run all 
around the rink chasing a ball, not a 
puck. It is not necessarily the most 
graceful of sports, but it is quite fun.
While there is no definite record 
as to the exact roots of broomball, 
historians believe that the game 
originated in Canada and possibly 
some parts of Sweden. Since the 
first recorded games took place in 
Perdue, Saskatchewan on March 
5, 1909, broomball has taken off 
A Capella groups entertained the audience at the Fireplace Lounge JAMES MACDONALD/THE BATES STUDENT
Broomball: The Elusive Winter 
Sport You Wish You Knew About
Inside Arts & Leisure:
We Need 
Affirmative 
Consent and We 
Need it Now!
BRIDGET RUFF
STAFF WRITER
See CONSENT, PAGE 3
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Bates students prepare themselves for the plunge. 
JAMES MACDONALD/THE BATES STUDENT
All quotes are kept anonymous to 
protect the identity of the individuals.
do have a bustling intramural circuit 
running from January through the 
end of February. This year there are 
four Bates teams competing on the 
Bates circuit to take home the school 
championship title. The sport brings 
friends and strangers alike to the ice 
for a riveting game of fun. 
Adair Andre ’18, another se-
nior member of team SwUGGs, 
says, “Broomball lights my fire. I’m 
a naturally competitive person and 
broomball gets me going.” Through-
out the game, there are countless 
falls, trips, and dives, demonstrating 
the players’ eagerness and willing-
ness to put it all out on the ice to 
take home the win. But there are 
also plenty of laughs and smiles to 
go around, too. It’s clear that every-
one involved is having a great time, 
while also enjoying the opportunity 
to let off steam and dip into their 
competitive edge.
Arts Crawl Features a Year of 
Creativity
See BROOMBALL, PAGE 8
to walk around clouds, fog, and 
lights. Handmade “clouds” made of 
stuffing hang from the ceiling, as-
cending from one side of the room 
to another. A fog machine blurs real 
clouds with the fake clouds. A num-
ber of lamps are spread across the 
lounge, increasing the sense of an 
elusive, ephemeral atmosphere. 
Students were simply mesmer-
ized, myself included. The interac-
tivity of the piece allowed people 
to play with clouds in a space that 
requested no specific action of them 
but their presence. Even though the 
arts have a limited physical space 
available on campus, I heard a num-
ber of requests for more works of 
this kind during the academic year. 
If there is one thing that I take 
from Arts Crawl this year, it is that 
our community is full of life and 
creativity. For students, professors, 
and staff alike, Arts Crawl is the mo-
ment to see all the arts and artists 
come together at once. 
Professor Boggia writes: “One of 
my favorite things about Arts Crawl 
is that I never fail to learn something 
new about one of my students. I had 
one student in several dance classes 
and thought I knew him quite well. 
When I heard him sing at Arts 
Crawl, I was absolutely floored. It 
was a side of him that had been in-
visible to me until that moment.” I 
second Boggia’s words, as I was, and 
still am, surprised by the incredible 
breadth and depth of the arts that 
live right here on our campus. 
For me, this summarizes the 
Arts Crawl - Bates is a community 
of incredibly talented people. 
If the last six months has taught 
me anything, it is that America has 
a rape problem. But even more than 
that, it’s a consent problem. While 
this is far from a new problem, it 
continues to horrify (but sadly not 
shock) me on just how deeply un-
aware people are of how to treat 
others with basic respect. Consent is 
easy—we just have to actually prac-
tice it.
According to the Bates College 
Sexual Harassment and Misconduct 
Policy, “Consent consists of an ac-
tive, conscious, and voluntary deci-
sion by each participant to engage 
in mutually agreed-upon sexual ac-
tivity. Consent must exist from the 
beginning to the end of each sexual 
activity or each form of sexual con-
tact. An individual who is physically 
incapacitated by alcohol or other 
drug consumption (voluntary or in-
voluntary) or is asleep, unconscious, 
unaware, or otherwise physically 
helpless is considered unable to give 
consent.” Further, consent must be 
informed and reciprocal, freely and 
actively given, mutually understand-
able, not indefinite and not unlimit-
ed.  Yet, despite the wording of what 
Bates defines as consent, the culture 
of consent and sex is still deeply 
flawed. The discussion on campus 
remains about “no means no” rather 
than “yes means yes.”
Why do we need affirmative 
consent (a.k.a, “yes means yes”)? In 
light of the recent Aziz Ansari case, 
Time defined affirmative consent to 
be “the idea that both partners need 
to consciously and voluntarily agree 
to participate in any type of sexual 
act.” This is a change we all need. 
Fundamentally, affirmative con-
sent moves the bounds of sex from 
something that is okay until one 
person explicitly says no (or is inca-
pable of consent) to a point where at 
least one person just doesn’t want to 
do something for whatever reason. 
No matter what that reason is. 
Inside Sports:
Club Spotlight: 
The Strange 
Bedfellows
TRICIA CRIMMINS
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
ence participation, and others are 
loosely based off a random word or 
suggestion and devoid of any form 
at all. 
This year’s Strange Bedfellows 
are Ian Erickson ’18, Joseph Alp ’18, 
Eden Rickolt ’20, Hannah Golub 
’21, Katherine Towle ’21, and me, 
Tricia Crimmins ’19. 
The Strange Bedfellows is Bates’ 
oldest and only improvisational 
comedy group. I am a member of 
the Bedfellows, and we practice and 
perform improv comedy through 
short and long form games. Some 
of the games we play are structured, 
some involve a large dose of audi-
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When we think of Amazon, 
most of us picture buying something 
from the internet and going to pick 
it up a few days later at Post and 
Print. But Amazon has expanded 
far beyond the realm of a simple 
internet retailer. It has become 
a corporate giant on the level of 
Facebook, Google, and Apple. It has 
become so large that its owner, Jeff 
Bezos, now holds the title of world’s 
richest person.
Amazon’s ever-expanding 
influence is clearly seen in the 
competition between multiple 
major cities to host what will be 
known as Amazon’s “HQ2.” These 
cities have included Brunswick and 
Scarborough, but they were put out 
of the running last month. Now 
Amazon’s short list of 20 cities that 
it is considering include Boston and 
my hometown, Pittsburgh.
Each of these cities has had to 
submit an official bid to Amazon, 
and it has been known since 
October that many, if not all, of 
these bids offer substantial tax 
breaks to strengthen their bid. As 
Reuters reported, over 1 billion in 
tax breaks was offered by the State 
of California,and over 2 billion in 
tax breaks was offered by the State 
of New Jersey in October. And 
this month, the City of Pittsburgh 
has been fighting a request from a 
local news station to make their bid 
public. We can only surmise what 
is in Pittsburgh’s bid, but it’s widely 
suspected that it includes substantial 
tax breaks that wouldn’t be popular 
with many working-class residents. 
So why are these cities and 
states offering these massive tax 
breaks to a retail mammoth owned 
by the world’s richest person? 
The explanation we will receive is 
economic growth, but we have to 
ask, who benefits from this growth? 
In spite of what many say, it will not 
be the everyday people who’ve lived 
in these cities for years. It will be the 
cities’ elites and, of course, Amazon 
itself. 
Amazon is not the savior it claims 
to be. It has promised to bring jobs 
and growth into the region where its 
HQ2 will be placed. But why should 
we believe these claims? Amazon 
has a history of treating its workers 
poorly, it has a history of union 
busting, its workers pass out on 
occasion because their warehouses 
are too hot, and it’s actively seeking 
to eliminate jobs instead of creating 
them, as evidenced by the new 
cashier-free convenience store in 
Seattle. So while it will bring jobs, 
we have to ask how many of those 
permanent jobs will longtime city 
residents have access to, and will 
they be able to receive a good living 
from the pay?
Meanwhile, cities will lose 
out on valuable tax revenue. They 
have now engaged each other 
in a fruitless race to the bottom 
where they will constantly attempt 
to undermine each other with 
competing tax breaks. Who loses 
out when corporations and the rich 
aren’t taxed? Working people. The 
tax revenue that could come from 
something like this could be used 
to fund critical infrastructure and 
public services that help people cope 
with their everyday lives. As cities 
one-up each other with these tax 
breaks, less and less money can be 
dedicated to these essential projects, 
leaving working people out to dry. 
It’s time to stop bending 
over backwards for billionaires 
like Bezos. All over the country, 
struggling, often deindustrialized, 
cities offer substantial tax breaks 
to companies in hopes that their 
economy will be revitalized. But 
this, too, represents a race to the 
bottom that we cannot afford. 
Cities should be putting the needs 
of their residents first, not the needs 
of multi-billion dollar corporations 
like Amazon. Ultimately, we need to 
look into creating an economy that 
is managed democratically, so all 
the wealth that’s created can benefit 
everyone, not just the billionaires. 
Cities need to stop competing with 
each other. Tax break-offs will never 
bring the change we need. 
WILL HIBBITTS
STAFF WRITER
Tax Breaks for Amazon Rep-
resent a Dangerous Trend
BatesRates
Go to many of the cool events this week (on Monday I 
made toothpaste in a tiny jar!).
Sustainable Ethics week in full swing.
Cold weather.
Everyone can get all cozy in sweaters but the campus 
dog sitings go way down.
Midterms.
Library hibernation ensues.
Situating 
Race in Gun 
Control 
Debates
AYESHA SHARMA
MANAGING FORUM EDITOR
On Thursday morning, there 
was another school shooting in the 
United States–this time, at a Los 
Angeles middle school. The count 
for school shootings this year has 
climbed to twelve and it’s barely 
been over a month since the year 
started. Conversations around 
the time of school shootings are 
generally varied and contextual, but 
they rarely end in a consensus for 
gun control measures. This sparse 
follow-through is a product of 
different politics: those who favor 
“comprehensive gun control” are 
liberals or progressives and those 
who are averse to it are conservatives 
and “traditionalists.” 
Ideals for “comprehensive gun 
control” appear to be compelling 
to liberals and progressives, but its 
proponents also often differ in their 
political stance toward the position 
itself. These political differences 
distinguish the two groups: the 
liberals and the progressives. Where 
liberals lean toward reform, trust in 
the criminal legal system (credit to 
writer and activist Leah Lakshmi 
Piepzna-Samarasinha for the 
phrase), and “love not hate” slogans, 
progressives lean in the direction 
of revolution, community, and 
restorative justice, and explicit race 
consciousness. 
So, looking back on the 
incident on Thursday morning, 
gun control advocates could have 
a range of responses. The shooting 
was in an area that is reported by 
news outlets to have had a gang 
presence. The Los Angeles Times 
shares interviews with students’ 
parents who claim, though, that the 
school itself doesn’t have problems 
with safety. The February 1 article 
reports that the Los Angeles Unified 
School district “is the only district 
its size that requires every middle- 
and high-school campus to conduct 
daily random searches for weapons 
using metal-detecting wands.” 
However, an internal district audit 
of twenty schools released in April 
of 2017 found inconsistencies in 
the way these random searches were 
conducted. 
Although the random searches 
are a part of the district’s safety plan, 
there have been debates by locals as 
to whether or not they are useful 
and necessary. Another Los Angeles 
Times article entitled “Amid middle 
school shooting, a debate rages over 
random weapons searches on L.A. 
campuses” reports that interviews 
with teachers, students, and 
administrators in the district reveal 
that “elements of the searches–from 
who gets picked to be searched and 
how the search is done–are not 
uniform across the school system.” 
During these searches, school 
officials did not only search for 
and confiscate weapons but school 
supplies and other materials. 
According to the article, on April 
20, 2015, “a day in which many 
people celebrate marijuana,” North 
Hollywood High School randomly 
searched 100 students and did not 
find any drugs but simply several 
permanent markers and a lighter. 
Some school faculty and students 
claim that these searches are less 
common in advanced placement, 
honors, and magnet classrooms, 
which “have more white students, 
which means nonwhite students in 
other classes could be targeted more 
frequently.” 
Some advocates of gun control, 
especially those who are liberal 
leaning, may read the district’s safety 
plan as one prong to a two-pronged 
approach to achieving increases in 
student safety (the safety plan along 
with gun control). But others may 
be critical of rises in surveillance 
on campuses which could result 
in increases in criminalization, 
especially for Black and Brown 
youth. The differences in these 
two stances has become pivotal 
in present politics with a divide 
between relative allegiance to the 
state, and critique of the state’s base 
structure and foundation. 
To me, it’s ludicrous to claim 
that so-called political “divides” 
like this one are unproductive and 
dangerous. It’s the urgency of the 
present climate that should be 
regarded with such conviction as 
opposed to the perceived polarity in 
people’s responses to it. 
It’s Two Minutes to Midnight
HALLEY POSNER
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
It seems like Doomsday is 
almost here. The Bulletin of Atomic 
Scientists moved the minute hand of 
the influential Doomsday Clock on 
Thursday, January 25. We are living 
the closest to midnight the world 
has been since the 1953, the height 
of the Cold War. A common threat 
that underpins all the reasons for 
the change: hateful and unmeasured 
words. 
In the statement released on 
January 25, The Bulletin states, “The 
greatest risks last year arose in the 
nuclear realm. North Korea’s nuclear 
weapons program made remarkable 
progress in 2017, increasing risks to 
North Korea itself, other countries 
in the region, and the United States. 
Hyperbolic rhetoric and provocative 
actions by both sides have increased 
the possibility of nuclear war by 
accident or miscalculation.”
Important here is that The 
Bulletin is not excusing one side or 
the other. Both leaders of the United 
States and North Korea must be 
held accountable for inflammatory 
rhetoric. Leaders’ ravings are little 
more than declarations of superficial 
power; each wants the other to 
cower behind their might.
Let’s consider why Kim Jong 
Un might feel he needs the nuclear 
weapons. From the onset let me 
clarify that a person cannot know 
what another really thinks. I am 
speculating based on a foundation 
of nuclear proliferation theory. 
I believe the general population 
forgets that there can be 
influential domestic drivers for the 
development of nuclear weapons. 
Kim Jong Un was third in line to 
the dictatorship, and in theory he 
should never had gotten to the seat 
of power. He was also very young 
when he took control, clocking 
in somewhere in his early thirties. 
In a country where coups are the 
norm and political power shuffling 
happens at gunpoint, there was a 
necessity to show his generals that 
he was capable of holding power 
and preserving his regime. 
Consider his propaganda 
speeches. They occur in front of 
compulsory audiences and always 
have a strong message of North 
Korean superiority and unity against 
their enemies. Each time, Kim Jong 
Un—again this is my supposition—
is trying to prove he has complete 
control over his domestic policies 
and those policies prevent both 
external and internal forces from 
deposing him. 
North Korean nuclear buildup 
is not the only factor given to explain 
the minute hand’s change. Other 
contributing factors to the new time 
are: U.S.-Russia straining relations, 
tensions in the South China sea, 
India and Pakistan’s mutual nuclear 
arsenal build-up, uncertainty 
surrounding U.S. support for the 
Iran Nuclear Deal, and the looming 
calamity of climate change.  The 
Bulletin even suggests that the world 
is looking at another arms race, but 
on an even larger scale than what we 
have seen from the Cold War.
The statement released by 
this think tank criticizes the 
U.S. isolation policies that look 
frighteningly similar to those of 
FDR in the 1930s.  Unstable U.S. 
leadership is also highlighted as 
a major catalyst for the minute 
hand’s move. Now, there is a lack of 
predictability coming from top U.S. 
officials.  Translated into political 
terms, the U.S. is unable to provide 
reassurance to its allies and delivers 
weaker deterrence against enemies. 
“... [allies] have been forced to 
negotiate a thicket of conflicting 
policy statements from a U.S. 
administration weakened in its 
cadre of foreign policy professionals, 
suffering from turnover in senior 
leadership, led by an undisciplined 
and disruptive president, and unable 
to develop, coordinate, and clearly 
communicate a coherent nuclear 
policy,” states The Bulletin.  In past 
administrations, the U.S. has been 
seen as a helpful and stable force for 
its allies.  But now, with the current 
administration, it seems that is not 
the case.   
On the flip side, deterrence of 
enemies is only viable if the threat 
is credible. Without predicable 
follow through by the defender, 
the challenger, the object of the 
deterrence, is more likely to make a 
move against the defender’s interest. 
Weak deterrence, poor reassurance, 
and now freighting movement 
towards Doomsday seem to stem 
from the isolationist policies the 
Trump administration imposes.
Words have immense power. 
They can build lasting relations 
between allies but can also be 
escalatory if enemies spout rhetoric 
with the sole purpose of reaching a 
political boiling point.  
In these last two minutes to 
midnight, remember that we need 
to watch our words, consider our 
actions, and strive to deescalate the 
problems at hand.
2018 Winter Olympic Games start on Friady!
Get ready for everyone to become experts in every 
single winter sport over night.
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CONSENT
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
Additionally, affirmative consent 
moves the burden to say no from 
the person who feels uncomfortable 
with the situation to both partners 
to have open communication about 
their wants, needs, and feelings. 
Affirmative consent is harder 
than “no means no” consent. It 
requires both partners to be able to 
communicate their needs. At worst, 
affirmative consent is no worse than 
“no means no.” The issue of people 
who fail to ask for consent from their 
partners still remains problematic. 
But the way we talk about sex and 
consent is still important. The grey 
area between sex when both partners 
consented and when one clearly 
did not remains. This is because 
communication around sex is 
difficult and, often, one person may 
experience pressure to continue with 
sex despite internal reservations.
In my discussions of sexual 
assault in the past year, this situation 
came up again and again—nearly 
everyone could name a time where 
they felt the pressure to have sex. 
Some were able to say no, but 
most people continued anyway. 
According to one student, “I had 
been talking to a guy on Tinder for a 
little while, and we decided to meet 
and hook up. When I got to his 
house, I immediately noticed that he 
was not what I expected. Although 
he looked handsome in his pictures, 
I wasn’t attracted to him in person. I 
wanted to leave, but I felt bad about 
being shallow, and I could tell that 
he was excited to hook up. So I had 
sex with him anyway. I didn’t enjoy 
it, but I couldn’t bring myself to let 
him down.” Yet, even those who say 
no often experience emotional fall 
out too. 
According to another student, 
“I was with a girl I had just met 
that night. She was being rather 
aggressive and I didn’t really want to 
do anything. I didn’t want to make 
her feel bad so I never said anything. 
In the end nothing happened, but 
she was upset with me and I had no 
idea what to do.”
This needs to stop. We need to 
demand more of our sexual partners. 
We need to stop having sex without 
everyone involved being a happy 
and active participant. We need to 
teach everyone that sex can be good 
and that it is only good if everyone 
involved wants to have it. We need 
affirmative consent—yesterday.
 
                   comic orner
JACK MCLARNON
CONTRIBUTOR
Submit your comics to be considered 
for our Comic Corner feature! 
Email as JPEG image to 
hposner@bates.edu
SARAH MCCARTHY/THE BATES STUDENT
Question on 
the Quad
What’s your favorite 
Olympic sport?
“Swimming.” 
–Xingren Wang ’21
SARAH MCCARTHY
ASSISTANT FORUM EDITOR
Last Tuesday, President Trump 
delivered his 2018 State of the 
Union address. In this speech he 
highlighted the need for unity in the 
government, immigration reform, 
veteran benefits, investments in 
infrastructure, and the threat of 
North Korea, oh and the reopening 
of Guantanamo Bay. 
Throughout the speech he 
continuously referred to members 
of the audience and offered praise 
or sympathies depending on why 
he had chosen to invite them to the 
address. Standing back from the 
podium and applauding himself and 
the Republican party often, Tuesday 
night felt more like a campaign 
rally— except that Trump actually 
stuck to the script. 
For the first time since he took 
office, Trump appeared to act with 
poise and avoided any ad-libs. 
Although Trump’s demeanor was 
not what I’ve come to expect, his 
messages and rhetoric continue to 
be tried and true references to his 
major campaign promises, such 
as the Border Wall and a tougher 
stance on North Korea. 
While the State of the Union 
address did not particularly inspire 
me, Representative Joe Kennedy 
III gave a passionate and insightful 
response as to what we as a nation, 
but more specifically the Democratic 
Party, need to do to continue the 
strength and progress of our nation.
Delivered from a high school 
in Fall River, Massachusetts, 
Kennedy’s speech touched on many 
specific hardships that seemed to 
be plaguing citizens of the United 
States throughout the past year. 
He focused broadly on fear and 
heartbreak and the many reasons 
people living in the U.S. have faced 
these emotions. Kennedy spoke of 
immigrants and dreamers constantly 
fearing their deportation and living 
in uncertainty about their future. He 
noted the many people affected by 
the opioid crisis and the heartbreak 
they experience watching their loved 
ones struggle with addiction. 
But most importantly, like 
Trump, he emphasized unity and 
the need for reform in our society. 
Kennedy argued that our current 
system pits working class citizens 
against one another and forces states 
to compete for federal funding for 
social programs including health 
care. He directly attacked the 
Trump administration saying, “This 
administration isn’t just targeting 
the laws that protect us — they are 
targeting the very idea that we are all 
worthy of protection.”
While their messages called 
for different things, Kennedy and 
Trump’s emphasis on unity is vital 
for the state of our current union 
and as we head into the midterm 
elections this November. Kennedy’s 
speech focused on uniting the 
Democratic Party, something 
viewed as dire by many party 
members since the defeat of Hillary 
Clinton. This message to his fellow 
party members speaks to what 
democratic constituents are longing 
for, unity within the party to stand 
up to Trump and the Republican 
majority. 
The time for waiting on people 
like Paul Ryan to grow a spine and 
depending on Susan Collins to side 
with more moderate policies is over, 
the party must clearly redefine itself 
and its values and work on listening 
to the needs and grievances of the 
average American citizen so that 
flipping the House in November 
does not feel like a long shot. The 
Democratic Party must clarify 
their objectives across the board in 
order to establish a more prominent 
following and in order to be able 
to work toward a more bipartisan 
system of governing. 
All in all, America is in need 
of unifying, our nation is founded 
upon the ability to express individual 
beliefs and opinions and we must 
work to limit the divisiveness we are 
currently experiencing. 
Responding to the 
State of the Union
“Snowboard cross.”
–Sarah McCarthy ’18
The Bates Student
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Perhaps the most controversial 
issues regarding the Free Speech pol-
icy are its specific provisions regard-
ing protest. The policy first and fore-
most states that Bates “recognizes 
and supports the right of individuals 
or groups on our campus to protest 
peacefully,” but adds an addendum 
that “Bates retains the right, recog-
nized by law, to regulate the time, 
place, and manner of protests.” The 
policy was heavily criticized by stu-
dents at the discussion, who argued 
that it lacked student input and im-
posed unfair restrictions on student 
demonstrations. 
One member of Bates Student 
Action remarked to the panel leaders 
that the “policy could have engaged 
more with Student Government. I 
know that you offered it up for com-
ments, but I don’t think from what 
I’ve heard that you’ve actually taken 
any of those comments. And I think 
for this policy to be a policy that re-
ally can fairly regulate a community, 
the community should have a say.” 
To this, Trauceniek responded, “I’m 
sorry you’re disappointed. I think 
that we’re here to really start that 
conversation.” The panel leaders also 
expressed that they had made efforts 
to include students in the decision-
making process, but had received 
few emails and little student initia-
tive. 
More particularly, students re-
jected the “time, place, and manner” 
restrictions designed to prevent pro-
tests that may be “disruptive to the 
News
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 Free Speech Panel Sparks 
Contentious Debate
On Wednesday January 31, 
Bates Student Government held a 
discussion and open panel regarding 
free speech on campus. Leading the 
panel were Kim Trauceniek, the As-
sociate Dean of Students for Campus 
Life, Nick Dressler, the Assistant Di-
rector of Campus Life, and Margaret 
Imber, Associate Dean of Faculty. 
Members of Bates Student Action, as 
well as various interested individuals 
from the student body, joined their 
peers in Student Government. 
The purpose of the meeting was 
to discuss Bates’ Free Speech policy, 
as well as an upcoming “statement of 
principle” regarding free speech from 
the faculty. Throughout the course 
of the night, the discussion grew 
more contentious, with students and 
administrators engaging in a back-
and-forth style of argumentative dis-
course. 
The Free Speech policy was 
made available to students in De-
cember of 2017, and sets guidelines 
for invited speakers, performers, and 
on-campus protests. The policy is, 
in many ways, a reactionary one; 
Imber stressed that the college felt 
they needed to quickly design a 
framework that defines free speech 
at Bates to prevent free speech crises 
that have happened at similar in-
stitutions, such as Middlebury and 
Berkeley. 
normal operations of the college or 
that violate college policy.” One stu-
dent argued, “Why do people need 
approval from the Bates campus to 
use a microphone? That’s a staple 
of protest. That’s a staple of free 
speech.” 
To counter, Imber responded 
that “every free speech case that’s 
been tested legally has permitted 
‘time, place, and manner’ restric-
tions. So, I would assume that if 
people were asking for mics to use 
at 3:00 in the afternoon, it would be 
very hard to come up with a ratio-
nal basis to deny that. Conversely, 
if they wanted to have their protest 
at 1:00 in the morning outside of a 
dorm, it would be easy to come up 
with a rational basis to deny the use 
of mics.” 
The statement of principles is 
currently in a process of iterative 
drafting. Imber expressed, “The fac-
ulty are working on a statement of 
principles which are meant to be 
a general statement of values that 
administrators can turn to, so that 
when something requires them to 
implement the policies that were 
promulgated through the Student 
Affairs office, they’ll be able to see 
that the faculties have these values in 
this situation if we have a potential 
free speech problem or conflict.” 
The final draft will be presented 
to the faculty in March. Until then, 
free speech will remain a hotly de-
bated and enormously divisive issue 
on the Bates campus.
MADELINE POLKINGHORN
STAFF WRITER
On Tuesday, January 30, as 
President Donald Trump prepared 
to deliver his first State of the Union 
address, a small group of students, at 
the invitation of the Bates Black Stu-
dent Union (BSU) gathered in Chase 
Hall Lounge to watch a stream of a 
very different kind of event.
 “The State of Our Union,” a se-
ries of speeches by several prominent 
women activists, was held at the 
National Press Club in Washington 
D.C. and available for online live 
streaming nationally. A collective 
of more than fifty activist groups, 
including the National Domestic 
Worker’s Alliance (NDWA), Planned 
Parenthood Action Fund, Girls for 
Gender Equity, MomsRising, the 
National Farmworker Women’s Alli-
ance organized the event. The Bates 
Black Student Union, meanwhile, 
organized the on-campus streaming.
 In an email inviting the campus 
community to the viewing party in 
Chase Hall, Maddy Smith ’20 pre-
sented ‘The State of Our Union” as 
a rebuke to President Donald Trump 
and his policies.
“While Trump is advancing his 
agenda of hatred, gutting the work-
ing class and giving handouts to his 
billionaire buddies, we will be hold-
ing our own State of the Union,” 
said Smith.
Smith’s sentiments were echoed 
by many of the speakers who took to 
the stage in Washington D.C. Some 
of the more famous speakers includ-
ed Washington State Congresswom-
an Pramila Jayapal, Planned Parent-
hood president Cecile Richards, and 
#BlackLivesMatter cofounder Alicia 
Garza. Jayapal was one of more than 
a dozen members of Congress to 
skip President Trump’s official State 
of the Union address. According to 
CNN, the group represents the larg-
est congressional contingent to skip 
a State of the Union. 
The speakers, all of whom were 
women, discussed a variety of issues, 
MATT MORRIS
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR
BSU Looks 
Beyond the 
Capital on 
SOTU
including the current fight in Con-
gress over the immigration status of 
Dreamers, or undocumented immi-
grants who came to America as chil-
dren. One of the speakers, Catalina 
Velasquez, discussed the obstacles 
she has faced as both a Dreamer and 
a transgender woman. Valequez’s 
overall message was one of unity 
between movements and people.
“Even though there have been 
efforts to divide us, we come unit-
ed,” said Velasquez.  
Smith, in her email invitation, 
echoed Velasquez’s sentiments and 
framed the screening party as a part 
of a united front.
“We are a part of a much larg-
er movement and we refused to be 
silenced,” wrote Smith.
Other speakers touched on 
issues such as sexual assault, tribal 
issues for Native Americans, ma-
ternity issues in the workplace, and 
racial discrimination. While all of 
the speakers were critical of President 
Donald Trump, most chose to talk 
about personal experiences. Overall, 
the message of these speeches was 
one of inclusivity and empowerment 
for all Americans regardless race, 
gender, or socioeconomic status.   
Attendants of “The State of Our 
Union” stream mostly stayed quiet 
during the speeches themselves, as 
they listened intently. Occasionally, 
students would clap or cheer if a 
speaker made a statement that was 
especially powerful to them. For 
the event, the Black Student Union 
purchased two dozen donuts from 
the recently opened Krispy Kreme 
factory in Auburn, which viewers 
snacked on throughout the event.
“The State of Our Union” was 
one several responses to Trump’s 
address, including an official rebut-
tal from the Democratic Party that 
was delivered by Massachusetts 
Representative Joe Kennedy III, as 
well a response from Senator Bernie 
Sanders.        
The term “Strange Bedfellows” 
itself usually refers to “unlikely al-
lies or companions.” I’ve always had 
an affinity for the name, because it 
perfectly encapsulates the power 
of improv: allying people and their 
spontaneous ideas and reactions to 
produce laughter, surprises, and, 
within the group, a very sincere and 
unique form of companionship.
Friendships are built by doing 
improv together are very particular 
in that they revolve around trust, 
self-knowledge, and comradery with 
fellow performers. Walking onstage 
without a script or any idea of what 
you’re about to do is nerve-wrack-
ing, and we all get nervous. But the 
nerves and jitters before shows and 
scenes are alleviated by the trust that 
the group members have in one and 
other. We all have the same goal, 
which Golub posits as the “immedi-
ate reward of getting laughs.” As Alp 
put it, shows are fun because “we are 
free to do as we please while also en-
gaging the audience...we are simply 
ourselves.” 
That feeling of freedom and un-
inhibited expression of self is sup-
ported by the trust we have in one 
another. There’s a sense of responsi-
bility to the scene you build and the 
people you interact with in improv. 
When performing, the goal isn’t to 
“chime in when you have something 
funny to say,” Rickolt states. Scenes 
“really work… because of a genuine 
connection” between “scene part-
ners,” remarks Towle. 
To Golub, this is because improv 
is not about “personal success, it’s all 
about the success of the group.” She 
continued, “If I’m not the one get-
ting laughs in the scene, I’m here to 
be in the scene and keep it going.” 
Getting laughs and positive reactions 
from the audience comes naturally 
when one cooperates with others 
and the imaginary world within the 
scene that they’ve created together. 
“When I started improv, I was 
so focused on just making the au-
dience laugh. But, as I’ve gone on, 
I’ve realized that it becomes so much 
easier to do that when you build… 
a scene with rich characters,” notes 
Erickson. 
The reactions and feelings we 
gauge from the audience are vital 
contributions to our performances 
as a whole. “Dating Game” is a short 
form game that involves a Bedfel-
low bachelor(ette) on a game show, 
guessing the mysterious identities 
of three contestants by asking them 
a series of questions. The identities 
of the contestants are known by the 
audience, allowing them to feel “a 
part of the process,” explains Alp. 
Audience members are excited for 
the answers the bachelor(ette) will 
receive, because they are in on the 
joke. “Improv fosters an intimacy 
with the audience that other forms 
of performance don’t do as easily,” 
says Erickson. Both the Bedfellows 
and the audience are unsure what’s 
next, as performers “get into situa-
tions and scenes that could’ve never 
been planned,” says Rickolt. “It feels 
good to make people that you’ve 
never met laugh,” admits Erickson. 
Otis Speaker Brings 
Hope Amid Permanent 
Drought Fears
CHRISTINA PERRONE
MANAGING NEWS EDITOR
To honor the memory of Philip 
Otis ’95, Bates invites a lecturer each 
year to give a talk on environment 
related issues. His endowment fund, 
along with sponsoring lecturers, 
goes towards scholarships for Bates 
students to travel and partner with 
communities in seeking to under-
stand interdependencies with the 
planet. 
This year, Bates invited Jamie 
Workman as the Otis Lecturer. 
Workman is the author of Heart of 
Dryness: How the Last Bushmen 
Can Help Us Endure the Coming 
Age of Permanent Drought, a book 
that he had spent over 15 years re-
searching and writing. Over the 
years, Workman has collected quite 
controversial accolades, including: 
blowing up dams, releasing wolves, 
restoring wildland fires, guiding sa-
faris, smuggling water to dissidents, 
and becoming a dad. 
His research question for the 
book, as he said, was: “How do you 
put a price on the priceless? We nev-
er had to ask these questions before, 
but now we do.” 
Over the years, economists have 
sought different methods of control-
ling and conserving scarce resources. 
Workman began his talk detailing 
the people that have helped come up 
with a way to put a value on water. 
One economist in particular, Adam 
Smith, asked the “water paradox” in 
his book Wealth of Nations. Work-
man summarized this paradox, ask-
ing, “Why is water, what we can’t 
live without, treated so worthless? 
And why is a diamond, which has no 
value whatsoever, valued so high?”
To solve this, Workman looked 
at how humans have evolved over 
time and where the first civilizations 
emerged. According to Workman, 
“[We] can trace our oldest DNA to 
the Bushmen of the Kalahari, a peo-
ple that you’ve heard of from ‘The 
Gods Must be Crazy’ to National 
Geographic.” Workman had heard 
about this indigenous people dur-
ing a conference about the Botswana 
government shutting off these peo-
ples’ water. After this, Workman de-
cided to take it into his own hands.
“I have never felt more self-righ-
teous in my life,” humored Work-
man. “I am helping the poor and 
downtrodden... and it didn’t work 
out.” On his journey, he had broken 
down in the middle of Kalahari Des-
ert, after the air intake in his Land 
Rover became loose and sucked in 
sand. “And it was at about that time 
when I realized, ‘Geez, these people 
have been out here for more than 
30,000 years without me. Somehow 
I think they’d be alright without me 
coming to their rescue; in fact, I 
need them to rescue me.” 
From the Bushmen, Workman 
discovered a possible solution for 
putting a value on water. He saw 
that the Bushmen had a system in 
which the people would earn and 
own what they hunted and gath-
ered. They would mark what they 
had brought back and store these 
resources. Workman explained, “To 
really make [saving resources] valu-
able they would negotiate with one 
another, and this was a reciprocal 
system called ‘Xaro’… and through 
this system they would turn scarcity 
into abundance and reduce conflict, 
turn it into cooperation.” 
Under this idea, Workman de-
veloped his “H2Ownership” con-
cept, where you have equitable 
shares that are earned brought home, 
saved, and traded. He argued that 
this could be a way to tackle the eco-
nomic theory, “Tragedy of the Com-
mons.” The theory details a situa-
tion within a shared-resource system 
where individual users behave in 
self-interest and deplete resources, to 
the detriment of the common good. 
To test his theory, Workman 
developed an app called Aquashares, 
where families and firms that have 
a meter in front of their house can 
trade their unused shares of water, 
as a credit. Workman was astounded 
by the interest garnered in his app: 
“Utility is interested, in finally hav-
ing a carrot that goes with the sticks, 
the foundations are interested in 
keeping water in the rivers, keep-
ing it wild. Businesses can go, ‘We’re 
water neutral! Drink our beer or our 
wine, we’re not harming nature to 
get this out, we’re able to offset our 
footprint!’”  
More exciting yet, Aquashares 
has found a place to try this shared-
resource system out—Russian River 
Valley in Northern California, home 
to an endangered species of salmon. 
According to Workman, it works 
like any standard, mundane bank 
system works. The simplicity of the 
system has spread to places like Mar-
rakech where resorts are depleting 
water resources. 
The app’s tradable water savings 
has risen to 91 cents per thousand 
gallons, which according to Work-
man is “a fifth of the cost of what 
a new dam or new salvation plant 
would be, it’s less than the energy 
that goes into pumping that water, 
it’s less energy than the rebate pro-
grams. So people have gotten excited 
about this.” 
Otis Lecturer, Jamie Workman, proposes a method based on Bus-
men’s “ancient wisdom” to help conserve water. 
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Scenes from Arts Crawl 2018
Meghan Cleary  ’18 smiles near geometric artworks. JAMES MACDON-
ALD/THE BATES STUDENT
A student demonstrates how to use the pottery wheel. JAMES 
MACDONALD/THE BATES STUDENT
Bates Museum of art director Dan Mills and a student talk about art. JAMES MACDONALD/THE 
BATES STUDENT
Live poetry reading happened in Old Commons. JAMES MACDONALD/
THE BATES STUDENT
Students play the steel pan in Olin. JAMES MACDONALD/THE BATES STUDENT
Musicians perform in the Olin Concert Hall. JAMES MACDONALD/THE BATES STUDENT
A Capella groups performed in the Fireplace Lounge. JAMES MACDONALD/THE BATES 
Students appreciate artwork in the open 
studios. JAMES MACDONALD/THE BATES 
James MacDonald ’20 poses in front of printed 
photography. SARAH DELANY/COURTESY 
PHOTO
Members of the Bates community appreciate art pieces 
pinned to the wall. JAMES MACDONALD/THE BATES STU-
Arts & Leisure6 The Bates StudentFebruary 7,  2018
How Music 
Impacts Your 
Workout
Students Shine at VCS
SOPHIE ROCKLAND 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
ANAH WITT
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
Noah Hawley’s Before 
the Fall Disappoints
When searching for a new book 
to read, one often refers to the re-
views printed on the back (and 
sometimes the front, if the author 
is feeling a little smug) cover. If a 
particular novel is smattered with 
positive reviews from big-name in-
stitutions, accomplished authors, or 
simply a multitude of sources, one 
can almost always safely assume that 
the read will be worth their time. 
Naturally, as one does when brows-
ing at a bookstore for four hours, a 
person comes across many such nov-
els, bejeweled with praise, and must 
decide which of these adventures to 
embark upon. 
Noah Hawley’s novel, Before the 
Fall, certainly has no shortage of 
positive reviews; both the front and 
back cover display a myriad of ac-
colades. Even the first five pages are 
utilized in an attempt to inform po-
tential readers that this writer is fan-
tastic, albeit a bit cocky, as they, too, 
are filled with acclaim for the work.
Sadly, despite all of the recogni-
tion Hawley has received by critics 
for his novel, it was disappointing. 
The novel begins with painter Scott 
Burroughs boarding the private air-
plane of David Bateman, a media 
mogul, his wife Maggie, and their 
two children, JJ (age four) and Ra-
chel (age nine), as well as the fam-
ily’s bodyguard, ex-military man 
Gil Baruch.  Also on the plane are 
Ben Kipling, a powerful CEO, and 
his wife Sarah, in addition to the 
flight crew composed of pilot James 
Melody, co-pilot Charlie Busch, and 
flight attendant Emma Lightner.  
The plane’s scheduled journey, a 
People listen to all kinds of 
tunes as they prepare for the gym; 
this past week, I dug a little deeper 
into why people listen to what they 
do as they are physically active. 
Research conducted in the past 
10 years has indicated that music 
during workouts has unique im-
pacts on perceived exertion. For 
example, a study by Fritz, Hardikar, 
Demoucron, Niessen, Demey, Giot, 
Li, Haynes, Villringer, and Leman 
conducted in 2013 found that an 
increased connection to music de-
creased perceived body stress during 
physical activity. 
In other words, their findings 
indicate that the ability to impact 
what you are listening to through 
your movements actually decreases 
how tired you feel when you hit 
the gym. Another study by North 
and Hargreaves conducted in 2000 
found that participants chose music 
to match their objective arousal lev-
el. When people were exercising and 
thus energized, they chose different 
music than when they were relaxed. 
Both of these studies indicate a spe-
cial relationship between music and 
workouts that does not exist in other 
contexts. 
Most of you likely already knew 
that your “homework” music is dif-
ferent from your “gym” music, but 
what does that translate to? To an-
swer this question, I asked a few of 
my peers about what they listen to 
while working out. 
Some people like to listen to 
exciting music while they hit the 
gym, choosing songs with 140 beats 
per minute (bpm) or more. Sum-
mer Peterson ’18 follows this trend, 
with her workout track “Love on 
the Brain” originally by Rihanna, 
remixed by Don Diablo. Peterson’s 
version of the song is at 160 bpm, 
ideal for a cardio workout. Sarah 
Keith ’18 also likes this track, but 
On Thursday, February 1, Bates 
put on a Student Showcase Vil-
lage Club Series (VCS). Given its 
wide attraction, seats were sparse, 
the food quickly disappeared, and 
the room was filled with good mu-
sic and talented people. A variety 
of groups and ages performed, all 
of which were a pleasure to watch. 
Each act was unique, displaying the 
variety of talent at Bates, from vo-
cals to collaboration with others to 
using technology (a looper) to cre-
ate a piece of music. Nick Osborne 
’19 and Will Sanders ’19 opened the 
show, followed by Will Crate ’21 
and Billy Lahart ’21. 
Crate loved performing, and 
feels that the amount of people that 
showed up to hear performances 
was amazing. He was unaware of 
how many people would be attract-
ed to the scene. When asked about 
his motivation for performing, he 
says that both his “interest in mu-
sic,” which stemmed from learning 
piano in second grade, as well as 
“collaboration with Billy” led him to 
perform. The duo has been trying to 
find a performance that would work 
for both their schedules, and VCS 
was the perfect venue for them. They 
began with a cover of “Most Beauti-
ful Girl in the Room” by Flight of 
the Conchords and ended with Tay-
lor Swift’s “You Belong With Me,” a 
crowd pleaser.
Later in the program, Elliot 
Chun ’18 utilized both his gui-
tar and violin skills to play Snow 
Patrol’s “Chasing Cars” and Ed 
Sheeran’s “Give Me Love.” Utiliz-
ing his loop, we were able to wit-
ness the creative process behind his 
performance. Joshua Redd ’21 per-
formed a beautiful poem about his 
own race, using his creative license 
to construct an honest piece of art. 
Walter Washington ’19 performed 
two beautiful covers, but his favor-
ite part of the night was watching 
Lahart, a member of the Men’s Bas-
ketball Team, on stage; he says that 
“another athlete getting involved in 
performing is always good to see. 
You realize everyone is so talented 
her and he’s a freshman, so he will 
be a huge part of the Bates fabric for 
years to come.” 
Washington has been involved 
in the Bates music community for a 
few years and had always wanted to 
do a VCS but had always “back out 
before submitting something.” This 
year, however, he decided he would 
give it a shot, and luckily, “every-
thing worked out.” Music has been 
a large part of his life for years, with 
his mom being a singer and his dad 
playing the guitar, “back in his glory 
days,” according to Washington. He 
also feels that “music has become a 
getaway and will always be a big part 
of [him].” 
The showcase closed with se-
niors Sophie Moss-Slavin ’18, Sum-
mer Peterson ’18, Emma Schiller 
’18, and Sarah Curtis ’18 singing 
acoustic covers of Aretha Franklin’s 
“I Say A Little Prayer For You” and 
Cyndi Lauper’s “Girls Just Wanna 
Have Fun.” Overall, the perfor-
mances were wonderful and exciting 
to watch and the audience appeared 
to thoroughly enjoy each perfor-
mance. 
VCS is a special Thursday night 
activity at Bates that everyone should 
attend at some point throughout the 
semester. Next Thursday, there will 
be a Spoken Word Night which in-
vites Nkosi Nkululeko, 2016 New 
York City Poet Laureate and a Cal-
laloo fellow, to the stage. The week 
after that, we will have the winner of 
NBC’s The Voice, Javier Colon, per-
form and hopefully hear some of his 
originals. It is clear that VCS brings 
in a variety of different perform-
ers, all wonderfully unique from 
one another. The Student Show-
case was highly successful and will 
definitely be replicated in the future. 
TORY DOBBIN
ARTS AND LEISURE MANAGING 
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includes other hits such as “When 
you were young” by The Killers. 
That song rings in at 130 bpm; a 
little low compared to Peterson’s but 
still good for a workout. 
When I chatted with Elliot 
Chun ’18, things got a little interest-
ing. This gym-goer actually prefers 
the Star Wars main theme; he says, 
“It’s one of my favorite movies of all 
time!  And just listening to it gets me 
all ready to take down the empire 
and save the day.” Despite clocking 
in at 117 bpm, Chun seems to enjoy 
using this slower song for his gym 
excursions. 
“My songs know what you did 
in the dark” by Fall Out Boy is Jus-
tin Demers’ ’18 number one gym 
track; its 152 bpm likely energizes 
him as he starts his workouts. 
A friend who prefers to remain 
anonymous mentioned that he en-
joyed listening to Margaret Atwood’s 
Hag-seed audiobook, claiming that 
its connection to Shakespeare’s The 
Tempest keeps him intellectually 
stimulated as he runs. 
I follow a different pattern when 
it comes to workout music; for me, 
my music depends on the activity. 
I like to listen to audiobooks when 
I run outside, but on the tread-
mills inside I prefer songs such as 
“Dreaming” by Smallpools and “My 
Type” by Saint Motel. Both of these 
tracks have 118 bpm, but they still 
manage to keep me going. However, 
on the ellipticals, Netflix is king and 
bpm is thrown out the window. 
What role does music play in 
your workouts? Most researchers 
would say that songs ranging 120-
150 bpm are the best, but the above 
testimonials demonstrate that that 
is not always the case. My advice 
is to keep using the music you like. 
tory press.  
Hawley attempts unsuccess-
fully to breathe new life into tired, 
old character tropes: the has-been 
painter, the powerful big-wigs with 
much-younger trophy wives who are 
irrelevant to the plot. 
What he lacks in character 
depth, Hawley fails to make up 
in drive. Before the Fall drags on 
with no clear intent. In highlight-
ing the lives of the deceased before 
the crash, Hawley narrates with so 
little charisma that it forces readers 
to question whether or not he be-
lieves in his own work, whether he is 
invested his own characters. Every-
thing about this novel is surface-lev-
el; it is dismally lacking in the depth 
necessary for a plot-driven suspense, 
while also displaying a scarcity in 
character complexity required for a 
character-driven thriller. The only 
aspect of the novel that propels one 
to finish it is the obligatory feeling 
of needing to find out why the plane 
went down.
The novel does finish with what 
many critics refer to as a twist-end-
ing, and it is true that the finale is 
nearly impossible to preemptively 
determine, but for all the wrong 
reasons.  Having laid the foundation 
for a possible complicated espionage 
or money-driven takedown scheme, 
Hawley chooses to ignore the poten-
tial for a finish worthy of wow, in-
stead opting for a trivial conclusion 
that offers no real resolution. 
Overall, Hawley’s Before the Fall 
employs burned-out archetypes to 
create a dragging, unenthusiastic 
quasi-thriller whose dramatic finish 
could not be more unrelated to the 
thinly executed plot.
quick hop from Martha’s Vineyard 
to mainland New York, is interrupt-
ed when it nosedives into the ocean, 
the force of the fall pulling apart the 
plane’s structure and throwing Scott 
and JJ into the water, while drag-
ging the remaining passengers into 
the murky depths. Scott then lo-
cates JJ and manages to swim the 15 
miles back to shore with a four-year-
old clinging to his neck.  The two 
arrive on a beach and must make 
sense of the tragedy that they were a 
part of, all while battling the media’s 
attempts to twist the story into one 
of sabotage, of which the prime sus-
pect is Scott.  
As the novel unfolds, Hawley 
alternates chapters between Scott’s 
present and the past of each charac-
ter killed during the crash. 
Soon it is evident that David 
Bateman’s empire has resulted in 
many enemies, all of which would 
benefit if David were to be erased. 
Likewise, illegal activity propelled 
Ben Kipling’s success, so much so 
that he was scheduled to meet with 
the CIA soon after his return to 
New York. 
The executives’ wives are mere 
accessories to their husbands. 
Throughout the rest of the novel, 
Hawley accomplishes little if no 
character development as Scott, FBI 
agent O’Brien, and flight specialist 
Gus Franklin attempt to piece to-
gether the lives of the deceased in an 
attempt to pinpoint the cause of the 
crash, all whilst government teams 
scour the ocean floor in search of the 
downed aircraft.  Scott, a recovering 
alcoholic whose chance at successful 
painting has long passed by, begins 
painting again, relying on friends for 
housing and shelter from the accusa-
Students perform at VCS Student Showcase. TORY DOBBIN/THE BATES 
Elliot Chun ’18 smiles at the 
audience. TORY DOBBIN/THE 
BATES STUDENT
Singing and playing the guitar, 
a Bates student entertains the 
audience. TORY DOBBIN/THE 
BATES STUDENT
A Bates student performs on 
stage. TORY DOBBIN/THE 
BATES STUDENT
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On January 4, Bates hosted 
the 50th Maine State Meet Indoor 
Championships. While the Bobcats 
put forward a solid performance, it 
was not enough to overcome No. 20 
Bowdoin.
By the end of the meet, Bow-
doin had racked up 223 points. 
Bates followed in second with 180, 
Southern Maine in third with 76 
and Colby in fourth with 69 points. 
Even in the face of this loss, Bates 
came out of this meet celebrating 
many notable accomplishments.
Among these achievements in-
cludes Adedire Fakorede ’18 taking 
home the Peter Goodrich Memorial 
Most Valuable Field Athlete Award.
“It’s a special trophy. It has 
a very good history with Bates,” 
Fakorede says. “David Pless was 
the last one to win it; Rich McNeil 
won it; Chris Murtagh won it...so it 
makes me happy to...hold this tro-
phy and call it my own.”
At this meet, Fakorede won the 
weight throw with a mark of 62-
05.75, breaking the previous meet 
record of 62-1.25, held by David 
Pless ’13, by 4.5 inches. Addition-
ally, he placed second in the shot 
put, throwing a personal record of 
48-09.
“It felt pretty good. I was in 
awe,” Fakorede says. “I’ve definitely 
been looking forward to it. It was a 
number I had in my head. I knew it 
was 18.93m (62-1.25 ft.), and I had 
thrown 19.05m in my sophomore 
year, but I had never gotten back to 
that point.”
Mark Fusco ’18 won an excit-
For the Bates women’s basket-
ball team, this season has not been 
what they wanted it to be. With a 
7-16 record overall and a 1-8 record 
in the NESCAC, expectations have 
not been met for what they wanted 
to accomplish in terms of wins and 
losses. However, the record may not 
reflect everything. 
Speaking with Emily Freedland 
’18 about her four years playing bas-
ketball at Bates and the team look-
ing forward, she says, “Although our 
record may not show it, I feel that 
this season was definitely a huge 
turning point for the program. As a 
team, we’ve grown so much in terms 
of basketball, but also team culture-
wise, which is something that can 
be carried on for future seasons.” It 
seems that the adversity faced this 
season can help the team in the fu-
ture. 
Freedland continues, “This sea-
son has been a particularly special 
one, not only because it was my 
last one, but because we have such 
a great group of girls. Every single 
person on the team contributes in 
different ways, and everyone genu-
inely wants to work hard and push 
each other to get better, which has 
contributed to our successes this 
season.”
With this young team, the fu-
ture is bright for the Bobcats. Freed-
land says, “We have a strong, tal-
ented group of underclassmen, and 
The women’s squash team took 
fifth place at the NESCAC tourna-
ment this past weekend, capping off 
the competition with their 6-3 vic-
tory over No. 19 Tufts at Hamilton 
College. The Bobcats were seeded 
6th entering the tournament and 
have placed fifth for the second time 
in the last three years.
“I expected the women to 
beat Middlebury in the quarterfi-
nal but was proud of the way they 
regrouped to beat Wesleyan and 
Tufts, to ultimately finish fifth,” says 
Coach Patrick. 
Captain Eliza Dunham ’20 de-
feated Tufts’ Sahana Karthik at the 
No. 4 position with ease at 3-0 (11-
8, 11-7, 15-13). This win improved 
her personal score of the season to 
12-1.
Luca Polgar ’20, who has played 
at the No. 1 position for two years 
in a row, picked up a win over Tufts’ 
Claire Davidson at 3-0 (11-8, 11-2, 
11-7). This win also improves her 
personal score for this season to 12-
5. Captain Vicky Arjoon ’19 had 
an exciting victory over the Jumbo’s 
Hannah Burns at a match of 3-1 
(11-5, 9-11, 11-6, 11-9). This win 
also improved her personal record of 
the season to 13-3.
Kristyna Alexova ’19 from Bos-
kovice, Czech Republic boosted her 
personal record to 10-3 after her win 
against Tufts’ Catherine Shanahan 
3-0 (11-7, 11-7, 11-8).
Maeve O’Brien ’21 and Katie 
Manternach ’21 swept the courts 
at the No. 5 and 6 positions. They 
both have had a phenomenal season 
as first-year Bobcats. O’Brian im-
proved her personal record to 13-4 
with her 3-0 (11-5, 11-7, 11-7) win 
over the Jumbos’ Lauren Banner. 
Manternach improved her record 
to 13-4 as well with her 3-0 (11-7, 
11-8, 11-5) win over Tufts’ Rachel 
Windreich.
Banner defeated Molly Brooks 
’19 3-0 (11-4, 11-3, 11-3) at the 
No. 7 position. At the No. 8 posi-
tion, Hannah Connor ’18 went to a 
five game match but unfortunately 
lost 10-12, 11-4, 11-0, 6-11, 11-7 
over the Jumbo’s Sinclair Meggitt. 
In a hard fought match, Katie 
Bull ’19 lost to Tuft’s Gabi Salomon 
11-3, 11-5, 12-10 at the No. 9 posi-
tion.
Through February 16-18, the 
Bobcats will be competing at the 
College Squash Association Team 
Nationals at Harvard University.
“Both teams have 3 more 
matches remaining at Nationals later 
this month and the women are still 
gaining momentum since the return 
of four starters from JSA so I think 
their best squash is yet to come. The 
men also have an incredible fighting 
spirit that will help them finish the 
season on a high note at Nationals,” 
says Coach Patrick.  
ing 600m in 1:22.67, beating out 
Bowdoin by a small margin of 0.17 
seconds, right at the line.
After a season high performance 
in the mile, placing second in 4:14, 
Jack Kiely ’18 came back to win the 
1000m run in 2:34. Kiely now cur-
rently ranks 11th nationally in di-
vision III for the mile. In the high 
jump, Beaufils Kimpolo-Pene ’20 
also earned a state championship 
title, jumping 6-04. Garrett Ander-
son ’18 similarly won the pole vault 
in a decisive 14-05.25.
Many other athletes contribut-
ed to Bates’ success Saturday night 
in the field, on the track, and in the 
dark.
Robert Flynn ’18 placed second 
in the 800m by a heartbreaking 0.04 
seconds after running a hard race 
against Bowdoin. After separating 
from the field early on in the race, 
Flynn and the runner from Bow-
doin remained neck and neck until 
finishing in 1:55. Ryan Nealis ’21 
followed shortly after, earning third 
with a time of 2:01.
In the 3000m, Henry Colt ’19 
and Zach Magin ’18 earned second 
and third, crossing the line together 
in 8:45. Colt and Magin ran the race 
together, staying with the first place 
runner from Bowdoin until only the 
last few laps of the race.
In a similar situation, Stephen 
Rowe ’18 and Justin Levine ’20 both 
ran a hard 5000m race, placing sec-
ond and third in times of 15:26 and 
15:32. Although they ran with the 
leader for much of the race, a strong 
surge in the last few laps of the race 
was enough to secure the win for 
Bowdoin.   
Bates also placed second and 
third in the 400m with Ryan Cor-
ley ’19 running 52.16 and Michael 
Somma ’19 hitting 52.56. Ian Wax 
’19 earned second in the 1000m, 
running close behind Kiely, to hit a 
time of 2:35.
David Dick ’18 finished second 
in the pole vault, hitting a mark of 
13-05.25.
In the 4x400m relay, Bates 
earned third with a team composed 
of Elijah Coyne ’21, Fusco, Miles 
Nabritt ’21 and Somma in a time of 
3:31.
At the end of the meet, in the 
“Blackout Relay,” where much of the 
indoor lighting is turned off in an 
annual tradition, Bates’ 4x800 team 
comprised of Nealis, Wax, Gabe 
Benson ’20, and Flynn earned sec-
ond, running a time of 8:09. Dur-
ing this race, athletes and spectators 
lined the track to cheer their teams 
on. Not to be outdone, the Bobcats 
could be heard far across the track, 
ending the meet with a strong show 
of support for their teammates.
“We had many outstanding 
performances from every aspect of 
the team,” head men’s track and 
field coach Al Fereshetian says. “I 
thought the team competed very 
well. There was a tremendous atti-
tude of determination throughout 
the meet, regardless of what the 
points looked like.”
Now, as the regular season 
comes to a close, some athletes will 
continue to train for the New Eng-
land Division III Championships 
and the NCAA Division III Cham-
pionships. However, the men’s team 
will first compete in the Valentine 
Invitational held this weekend at 
Boston University.  
Caleb Stotz ‘18 lands the long jump. SARAH DU PONT/THE BATES STUDENT
Broomball players cheer after game. BRIA RIGGS/COURTESY PHOTO
Henry Colt ‘19 and Zach Magin ‘18  finish 2nd and 
3rd in the 3000 meter race. 
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Women’s team scrimmages in practice. 
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Bates runner races to the finish in the “Blackout” 4x800 relay. SARAH DU PONT/THE BATES STUDENT
several of them have gotten the ex-
perience playing this year and have 
made a huge impact on the team 
already.” With such great experience 
in their first-years, they will have 
lots to build off of and contribute 
even more as they become upper-
classmen.
 Speaking with Freedland about 
what playing in her last game on 
Friday will be like, she says, “It’s 
definitely a sad feeling, especially be-
cause I have put so much time and 
effort into the sport and the team, 
and to know it’s all coming to an 
end is surreal. I’m definitely going to 
miss all of the games and practices 
and everything that goes into it, and 
also the time we spend together as a 
team.” The team atmosphere is es-
pecially strong, as she stresses here, 
and losing that after four years will 
be a hard adjustment, as it is for any 
athlete. But Freedland is happy to 
have had the experience she has with 
basketball at Bates. 
She says, “My experience at 
Bates would not be complete with-
out playing basketball. I learned so 
much, on and off the court, and 
have built such strong friendships 
with my teammates. My team has 
really been my family away from 
home for the past four years.” 
This certainly is the atmosphere 
that athletics at Bates are supposed 
to create, and with this kind of cul-
ture present for the women’s team, 
their future seems bright. They play 
their last game of the season at Trin-
ity on Friday, February 9.
Bates sprinter dashes off the blocks to start his 
race. SARAH DU PONT/THE BATES STUDENT
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Hadley Moreau ’19, a junior 
member of SwUGGs, talked about 
the excitement of the broomball. 
After her Wednesday night game, 
she exclaimed, “I love the adrenaline 
rush of broomball!” 
Based on the excitement of all 
players, it seemed clear that players 
were enjoying sliding aggressively on 
the ice to capture the ball and take 
a shot at the goal. And while there 
was some very healthy competition 
involved, fun was obviously the ul-
timate goal. 
The 2017-18 season has been 
nothing short of remarkable for 
both the men’s and women’s hock-
ey teams. The men’s team started 
the season off by welcoming their 
new head coach, Michael O’Brien, 
to Bates. Under the leadership of 
O’Brien, and senior captains Samu-
el Levin and Nick Barker, there has 
been tremendous growth and team 
chemistry on and off the ice.
“Going into this season we al-
ways knew it was going to be a re-
building year,” says Levin. “Guys are 
playing new positions for the first 
time and are being forced to step 
up. Everyone has been taking their 
new roles and executing them the 
best they can. This year, we have re-
ally worked toward keeping a smart 
system: playing disciplined hockey, 
and capitalizing when we get oppor-
tunities.”  
Led by head coach Jon Anctil, 
and captains Anna Clements ’18, 
Julia Kavanagh ’18, and Anasta-
sia Leff ’19, the women’s team has 
yet to lose a game. They have three 
games left and hope to continue 
their undefeated record. 
“We have a really strong team 
with lots of experienced players that 
span all class years,” says Kavanagh. 
“We also have a lot of new players 
come as well,” Clements adds. “It is 
fun to be able to have both and be a 
team that is open to everyone but is 
also very serious.” 
To celebrate the successes of 
both programs, the men’s and wom-
en’s team challenged each other to 
an exhibition game. The matchup 
took place on Wednesday, January 
31 at Underhill Arena and marked 
the first time that the women’s and 
men’s teams have had an organized 
faceoff on the ice in program his-
tory. 
“Although we practice separate-
ly, the game is still the same and is 
enjoyable regardless,” says Ned Mo-
reland ’19, a junior from the men’s 
team. “Hopefully this starts a long-
lasting tradition between the teams 
Although this week’s matchups 
for the men’s basketball team did 
not go quite as planned, the team is 
by no means held down.
Friday’s highly anticipated game 
against Hamilton proved to be 
tough, with the Continentals cre-
ating a substantial lead by the end 
of the first. However, the Bobcats 
didn’t go down without a fight. Jeff 
Spellman ’20 ended the game with 
twelve points, coming second only 
to senior captain Justin Zukowski 
’18, who scored the team high for 
the night of thirteen points. Addi-
tionally, first-years David Akinyemi 
’21 and Raheem Spence ’21 got on 
the board, with Akinyemi scoring 
the first point of his college career, 
and Spence grabbing two rebounds. 
Unfortunately, that was not enough 
to sway the game, and the ’Cats fell 
89-57 to Hamilton at the end of the 
night.
Hoping to snag a win, the Bob-
cats hosted the Amherst College 
Mammoths the next evening. The 
star of the game was undoubtedly 
Kody Greenhalgh ’20, who scored a 
team—and season—high of seven-
teen points. Greenhalgh, with help 
from consistent scorer Spellman and 
Nick Gilpin ‘20, held off Amherst 
until the very end of the game. But 
the Mammoths were up to the chal-
lenge—with help from their 6’ 10” 
center—scoring nearly fourteen 
straight points in the following five 
minutes, and eventually outscoring 
Bates 80-61.
When talking with the team, 
their two losses did not seem to be 
of highest concern. With the ’17-’18 
season coming to a close, first-year 
Billy Larhart ’21 took a moment 
to appreciate the senior leadership 
as a way to build a camaraderie be-
tween the programs and create a fun 
sporting event for Bates students to 
attend in years to come.” 
The rules for the men’s game 
differ from that of the women’s 
game. Therefore, the teams balanced 
the varying components of the game 
to make the competition as fair as 
possible. Checking was not allowed, 
and teams played three 20-minute 
periods on a running clock. The 
women’s team took an early lead, 
but the men’s team ended up win-
ning 11-6. 
“There has been a lot of talk 
about whether or not the women’s 
team could actually play the men’s 
team,” Clements laughs. “We all 
skate with the guy’s team during 
free time but we have never had a 
real game. We all had a lot of fun! It 
was awesome to see that both of our 
coaches are working on having more 
solidarity between the two teams.” 
“The women’s team is spectacu-
lar, and I thought that both teams 
got a lot out of the match. It is one 
thing to have a solid relationship be-
tween the two teams, but when there 
is some structure to it, there is a little 
more meaning,” adds Levin. “A lot 
of the time, during a game, when 
it is more of an exhibition, there is 
a tendency to just fool around and 
deviate from what you have been 
learning all year. We all wanted to 
make sure to keep working on play-
ing smart hockey.”   
January 31 not only marked 
the first men’s and women’s match 
up; the date also saw the revival of 
the Bates College Alumni Hockey 
Award. The award was last presented 
in 2008 and is granted to Bates ice 
hockey seniors who display out-
standing leadership, spirit, skill, 
dedication, humor, and sportsman-
ship on and off the ice. The 2017-18 
recipients of the award were Kava-
nagh and Levin. 
“I am really glad that the coach-
es came together and decided to 
bring the award back,” Kavanagh 
says. “I am honored to have received 
it and am also excited for it to be-
come a tradition at Bates.” 
“I have been playing on this 
team for four years, and hockey has 
always been a huge part of my life, 
so it is always nice to see that hard 
work pays off,” adds Levin. “But, at 
the same time, the mean is lost with-
out all the other guys out there. We 
all wanted to work harder to make 
sure the program survives, thrives, 
and succeeds.” 
Both Kavanagh and Levin 
value the organization and leader-
ship skills that they have acquired 
through their four years playing ice 
hockey for Bates. While it is defi-
nitely bittersweet to see their time 
repping the Bates uniform come to a 
Men’s and women’s hockey teams gather together after friendly competition. KATIE CODY/COURTESY PHOTO
Max Hummel ‘19 reacts to play. 
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Women’s hockey player waits for play. 
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on the team. Zukowski and Shawn 
Strickland ’18 have been forces to 
reckon with on and off the court.
“Strick is a natural point guard 
and has been a floor general for us 
all season long. He’s always poised 
with the ball in his hands, and he 
makes his teammates better. Always 
has an awesome attitude,” says Lar-
hart. “And Zuke is an animal, sim-
ply put. He has a crazy high motor 
and a great shot. He gives maximum 
effort every time he’s in between the 
lines, practice or game. He’s on the 
floor for every loose ball and makes 
winning plays every time he’s on the 
court. That says a lot about him as a 
senior and a leader.”
When asked to reflect on the 
past week and their Bates basketball 
career, both Zukowski and Strick-
land were candid and cogent.
“Basketball has really shaped my 
entire experience at Bates. I’ve met 
some of my best friends, because 
of the basketball program, and it’s 
served as an outlet for me when the 
semesters have been tough, in terms 
of how much school work I may 
have at certain points throughout 
the year,” says Strickland. “Also, be-
ing with the program for four sea-
sons now, I’ve been on just about 
every part of the spectrum in terms 
of our success. My most memorable 
moment came during my first sea-
son, as I was able to be a part of the 
first men’s basketball team to ad-
vance to the sweet sixteen of the na-
tional tournament in school history. 
It was an incredible feeling to be a 
part of something that will remain a 
bright spot in the history of the pro-
gram for many years to come.” 
Zukowski brought the truth 
about being a student-athlete. “I feel 
like a lot of people don’t understand 
how much time is put into being on 
the basketball team. It’s a long sea-
Broomball players cheer after game. BRIA RIGGS/COURTESY PHOTO
Bates students challenge each other to a game of broomball. 
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close, they are both eager to see what 
the future holds for both programs. 
“In the end, the success of the 
program hinges on a willingness and 
drive to play a great game of hockey 
and have fun with it. If people are 
out there and dedicated to play, 
there is always going to be some-
thing for them,” says Levin. 
Although the 2017-18 season 
may be coming to a close, the suc-
cess of the men’s and women’s ice 
hockey programs has just begun. 
son, and it stretches through both 
semesters, which makes it hard to 
keep up with school work,” he says. 
“It really forces you to enjoy every 
second of the experience and the 
people around you. Our program 
has kept hold of those strong rela-
tionships with its alumni, which 
goes to show how much players have 
invested themselves in the program. 
I will never regret playing hoops at 
Bates, because I made so many great 
friends along the way who are look-
ing out for me, while I’m doing the 
same for them. The culture we have 
built here is really something spe-
cial.”
The men’s basketball team will 
have their final matchup of the sea-
son this Friday at 7:00 p.m. versus 
Trinity College.
Senior captain of SwUGGs, 
Anna Franceschetti ’18, discussed 
the great combination of competi-
tion and fun on the Bates circuit. 
She noted, “It’s awesome we have 
an eclectic group of people that 
are willing to get sendy on the ice,” 
hinting at her team’s competitive 
vibe. But in the end her team is all 
about having, “lots of fun!” And 
how could you not, running around 
on ice with all of your good friends? 
The Bates broomball season contin-
ues until February 28, 2018.
